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zigzags of the road to enjoy the cool fresh morning air of
the mountains, yet to reach the summit long "before the
coachman and his panting horses. In the course of such
pedestrian feats in advance of Diligence or hired carriage,
much excellent work has been done in Alpine geology.

After so long an interval, and after so intense a devotion
to the older rocks, it was pleasant to get "back once more to
the Secondary and Tertiary strata of the Alps. Murchi-
son led his companion over the Styrian mountains into
the Emms Thai, and then across to the deep mountain-
girdled lake of Hallstadt, with its village clinging to the
cliffs. Of course he could not avoid crossing once again to
Gosau, regarding whose rocks he now felt inclined to admit
that Sedgwick and he had in some measure been mistaken.
And thus revisiting old haunts with more experienced
eyes, and passing again through mountain scenery which
every succeeding visit can only make more wonderful and
impressive, he reached Innspruck, there to rejoin Lady
Murchison, and to meet Yon Buch, with whom it was agreed
to see some more Alpine geology on the way together to
Venice.

Leopold von Buch has been already frequently men-
tioned in the course of this narrative. Murchison had met
him often at Berlin, had been some time in his company on
the occasion of the Scandinavian meeting described in a
former chapter, and had for several years been in frequent
correspondence with him. He had formed a very high
estimate of Von Buch's powers, of his stubborn energy, and
of the almost youthful freshness of his faculties in spite of
the passing over him of more than threescore years and
ten. _ He had now occasion during their excursions on foot,sketch the
